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C /aremont didn"t happen by accident The Oty is a result of

foresight andplanning.

When Claremont embarked on a comprehensive update of its General

Plan in 2004. this phrase was expressed independently by many

Claremont residents. City staff. and community leaders. People in

Claremont recol!nize and treasure the Iollll-ralllle view adopted by our

City's founders and the visionaries who have continued to shape how

Claremont looks. funclions. and feels. Ths foresi~ t and plannillll
conlinue with this General Plan. Thro~ a comprehensive process to

idenlifY our vision for the twenty-first century. we have crafted this Plan

to ~ e decision-making about development resource ~ ement

pubtic salety. community services and Pcowams. and the ~ eral

quatity of life in our City.

F~ t requires that we look into the future to determine the needs of

the Claremont community. Inherent in our 100000- raIllle view. expressed
in the Community Vision. is the concept of sustainability. We place
si~ cant value in plannillll for.tomorrow's Claremont - by conservillll
our natural resources. protec~ our culture and heri~. mee~ the

housillll and community service needs of a diverse demow-aphic. and

preservillll our quatity of tife.
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CITY Of CLAREMONT GENERAL PLAN

Plannin~ is accomplished by establishinl! l!oaIs and policies consistenl

with. our Vision and by defining specific actions we will take to achieve

community objectives. lrus General Plan provides that path.

Sustainability

You lake my house when you do take Ihe prop

That doth sustain my house: you lake my life

When YOll take the means whereby ( live.

William Shakespeare. The Merchant of Venice

The concept of sustainability ha') gained increasing public attention

since the environmental movement began in the 19605. However. a.,

WiI~am Shakespeare noled over 400 years allo. Ihe props Ihal sustain

our hOlJses sustain our lives. or, in a broader sense. the land, water.

energy. open space. economy. and culture that sllstain our community

support our nei~ borhoods and our way of life in ClaremonL

Many economic. social. and environmental organizations have adopted
the concept of sllstainahility as a guiding principle. As a City. we

embrace sustainahility a., a fundamental planning tool. We define

sustainabitity as follows:

Sust&inability. - the abi5ty for the Oty and residents of

ClarenlOnt to flleet the naYls 0/ the preseJ1J economy. society.
and environment whik preserving the ability of future

geJJerations / 0 fllee/ their needs.

In this definition. we include oconOfll. V because we depend upon the

strength of local businesses and institutions to provide employment and

generate the revenue that support our community and the services the

City provides. Society is hi~ li~ ted because the concept addresses

our culture. heritage. and the S()('jal elements that establish our identity
as individuals and as a community. Environnlent forms the important
third side of this triangle. as we depend upon nature' s limited resources

to provide the air. water. ene~. and open spaces fundamental 10 life.

Sustainability within Claremont's General Plan empha. izes

prcseJVation of our lifestyles. heritage. diversity, institutions. businesses,

hillsides and olher open spaces. Ihe cooperative spirit of individuals and

community !! roups. and above all. our neil!bborhoods. Establishing
sustainability as one of the main goals for Claremont ensures progress
that places equal value on our economy. society. and the environment

The concepl of sustainability is used throu~ out this General Plan. To

help identify goals and polides involvinl! sustainabilily. a leaf icon is

shown ( see example). The leaf signifies that the concept of

sustainability related to the environment. economy. and/ or society is

incorporated into that particular goal and policy.
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Sust&lnability Processes at

the I.oc&1 Level

Environment&!

Respect carrying capacity
Conserve and recycle
resources

Reduce waste

Economy
Sustain economic growth
Maximize private profit
Expand markets

Extema.lize costs

SocIety
Increase self. reliance

Satisfy basic human need

Increase equity
Guarantee participation and

accountability
LJse appropriate technology

Source.' 5ustainability <UJd Glies.
Peter Newmdll <UJd Je1Trey
Ifenworlhy, 1999.

I Sust&lnability Icon



Claremont Tomorrow -

Our Vision

Through an exten~ ive community engagement process initiated in 2004

and continuinl! throul!h 2ooa. the City learned how residents. the

business corrununity, and ou.- institutions envision Claremont. Based on

this direction. decision- makers have set the course on how this General

Plan will create the Claremont or tomorrow. This Vision Slatement

provides the foundation for the General Plan and the ba.sis for the l!oals

and polices.

Claremont' s Community Vision

We Are Claremont

Nestled at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains. Claremont is a

residenlial community and home to the renowned Claremonl CoI~.

Its unique characteristics and environment are a result of careful and

deliberate plannillll that has produced our City'",

Distinct n~ borhoods

Protective enwronmrot

Status as a leadillll center of learning. with excellent pubtic and

private primary and secondary schools

Feelillll of bein~ a village within a metropolis
Pedestrian- friendly surroundilllls

Strollll historic preservation efforts

Tree-lined streets. well-planned paIks. and open spaces

Small. ~ commercial and industrial c1uslers

Community of passionate and aclive volunteers

We treasure Oaremont and this Vision Statemenl identifies ideals we

work toward.

Where We live

Claremont dislilllluishes itself throu~ its cobesive colleclion of dislinct

wel~mainlained. and sale nei~ rhoods. and by our character as a

diverse residenlial. college. and business community. Desiilned 10

human scale. our buildings promote the aesthetic enhancement of

pubtic spaces throu~ desi~. These features contribute to the

pedestrian experience and the livability of our City. Transportation
eways create strollll entry statements. reflec~ the character of our

City.

tNTRODUCTION

Claremont General PI""
Vision Statement

This Visi. n Statem, nt was aaft, d bl th,

Citizens' Committee for Clarem. n~ Visi. n

Subalmmittee and ratifi, d bl City I.. d,,, in

2004.
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How We Preserve Our Heritage

New development and redevelopment builds on our history with

appropriate and compatible design to renew and rein~ orate

n~ oods and business disbicts. Our commitment has led to

stable. well-maintained residenlial neiahl>orhoods. a thrivillll
commercial Village and other commercial centers. attractive

landscaped envirorunents and coll~ e campuses. outstandillll public art.

and vibrant retirement communities. Throu~ quatity architectural

d~ and landscape int~ ty. we encourage new development to

respond 10 and enhance Ihe surroundillll physical envirorunent

How We Maintain Our Diversity

We maintain our vitatity, sense of community. and tradition. We attract

a diverse population by fost~ an inclusive. multi-lleneratiooal. and

economically and ethnically div""", city. We achieve diversity throu~

pubtic/ private partnerships. Pcowams. and policies. Residents have

varied housin~ needs. reflective of all s~ in life and income levels;

our City's land use poticies facilitate many housillll types thro~ out Ihe

City to meet these needs. To improve nei~ rhoods. our City
encour~ the repair and use of the exis~ hous~ stock.

How We Provide for Our Needs

Our City achieves balance with sustainable economic development and

redevelopmenl iniliativ,,", Ihat support the tax base required for currenl

and future needs. We encouralle a diversity of commercial and

industrial businesses that allow individuals 10 both live and work in

Claremont Because of Ihe important relationship and interaclion

between the City and The Oaremont Coll~ es. we have embraced

these inslitulions of hi~ er learnillll as an economic and educational

resource Ihat attracts clean. environmentally friendly. and diverse

knowledlle indusbies. Claremont uses its limited land resources

strategjcally for Ihe benefit of current and future residents and

businesses. We encou~ e mixed-use development and the reuse of

developed properties. balanclnil our respecl for nature. sustainability.
and private properly ri~ ts. Throu~ collaborations, involvement and

cooperation with internal and external resources. Claremont is

adequately p~ to meet and address public salety issues_ Potice.

fire. and olher eme~ cy response services are excellent

How We Nurture the Individual

Claremont takes advantalle of the will and spirit of its residents to

collaborate and partner with all community ~ ps_ ' This cooperative

spirit produces a rich variety of pari<s. recreational opportunities.
cultural activities. and public art which are inclusive. accessible. and

innovative. These efforts build and sustain our community while

mee~ Ihe diverse needs of individuals. families. and ~ ups. We
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fosler life-Iollll ~ wth. learnillll. and the weU.bein~ of community

members of all ages. Our exceUenl library facility helps foster this

Iearni~

How We Protect Our Natural Environment

The City leads the region in creatin~ a ~ of natural and built open

space for future ~ neralions. The irreplaceable natural resources and

viewsheds. includillll the hillsides. serve as a dislilllluishillll community
feature. The continued existence of natural open space within our City
is crucial to the distinctive character of Claremont. to its sense of place.
and to providillll visual relief from the built environment Natural open

spaces create beauty: recreational and educational value; provide refu~e

for native plants. animals. and their ecosystems; and sustain our

cultural and environmental hislory. Qaremont values developed open

spaces that enhance the City's visual character and provide

opportunities for mental and physical recreation. Located throu~ out

the entire community. developed open space areas include easily
accessible parks and waJkin&lbicycle paths and trails. Campuses and a

network of ~ ways and view corridors link our open spaces.

How We Get Around

TraffIC flows smoothly throu~ out the community. and tralflC-calmillll

measures work to lessen the impacts of traffic in our nei~ borhoods.

Development accommodates transit needs in the design of the buill

environment lJniversally accessible transit connects our

n~ oods. schools.' parks. and commercial and industrial areas.

Convenient pubtic transit and pedestrian conneclions provide that once

someone anives in Cla.remonl use of the automobile becomes an

option rather than a requirement Our City has appropriate parkin~ to

meet the needs of commercial and inslitulional uses. We recognize

that Claremont is interconnected to the reWon and is easily accessible

10 regional. national. and international land sea. and air transportation

syslems. Our City engages in cooperative planni~ with surroundillll
cities and counties to solve circulation problems aris~ from regional

wth Regjooal rail transit influences land use in Claremont and has

had a positive. significant effect on development patterns for housillll.
pubtic spaces. and commercial and industrial areas in the Cily.

How We Sustain Our Community

Claremont recotlnizes its Iollll-term obfi~ ns to future residenls by
simultaneously promolillll ecologjcal health. economic vitality. and

social wel~~ Claremonl has embraced sustainable . ~.

principles. and promotes and encour~ developments that conserve

natural resources. New development includes environmentally
sustainable construction and Iandscapillll that is integrated into the

eslabtished network of parks. trails. and schools that unites

n~ oods. Throu~ plannillll and land-use praclices. we protect
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undwater. watersheds. and mineral deposits. The City conserves its

limited natural habitats and the diverse native plant and animal

communities within them. Claremont's 100000- standillll tradilion of

plantillll street trees and maintaining our urban forest sets our City
apart from others.

Community ~ovemance sustains our tradilions of open participatory
ll<>vernment and cooperation amollll local. state. and natiooal bodies.

We have achieved the balance between our shared community values

and the respect for private property ~ ts. We have developed new

ll<>vemance and information techno~ models to ensure participation.
inclusion. and accounlability. Residents are informed. aclive. and

constructive in coUaboratillll to resolve common issues. Governillll
bodies listen. respond appropriately. and provide creative leadership.

Ilow do we im"l!ine the Claremont of tomorrow? As part of the

General Plan program the Gly undertook a substantial public outreach

program to und€'rstand community values and to establish a new

General Plan policy foundation ba.ed on those values. The oulreach

effort MOSe from Claremont's long-standing practice of involving its

citizenry in importMt policy discussions. The outreach program was

multi-faceted and included the components described below.

Fonnulating Our Vision

In formulating our Vision. an extensive outreach process was

conducted that enabled hundreds of Claremont residents and the

overall community to participate. Several commiUees were Cormed to

identify issues and a preliminary vision. Workshops were held to

introduce concepts to the general public. Innovative outreach tools

were used. includinR Visioneering. a community survey, and the

Internet.

Citizens' Committee for Claremont

The Citizens' Commiltee for Claremont ( CCC). composed or atmosl

100 Claremont residents and other community representatives. worked

tollelher to craft the Community Vision for Ihe Claremonl General

Plan. The CCC met four times ( on May I. July 29. and October 20 in

2004. and on May 4. 2005) as a larlle ilroup 10 discuss lleneral issues of

concern and to present recommendations.

PAGE 1. 6



INTRODUCTION

Citizens' Committee for Claremont Subcommittees

As part of the visionillll process for the General Plan. the City formed

seven topic- based subcommittees and one Vision Subcommittee

composed of CCC members:

Land Use/ Economic Development
Circulalion/ Mobility
Public Salety / Notse

Community Design/Historic Preservation

Housillll and N~ rhoods

Hillsides/ Open Space/ Conservalion

Parks. Recreation. and Community Facilities

These topic-based subcommittees were ~ ed with idenli~ issues

relevant to their topic. as well as policy direclion to be incorporated into

the General Plan. They also drafted the vision for their topic that can

be found at the beWnniIlll of each E1emenL

The Vision Subcommittee. comprised of one representative from each

of the topic.based subcommittees. had the task of developillll the overall

Community Vision for the Claremont General PIan_ For inspiration.
the Vision Committee used the topic- based visions. The Community
Vision and topic- based visions were aftumed by the CCc. General Plan

Advisory Committee. Plannillll Commission. and City Council.

Visioneering

To reach out 10 a broader community. the City used an innovalive

approach called " Visioneerinil. - Claremont residents had the

opportunity to parlicipaIe in the plannillll process by beco~

volunteer facilitators. or Visioneers. More than 20 Visioneers

represenlillll a cross-seclion of Claremont were trained to soOOI and

document pubtic input into the General Plan process thro~ a series of

facilitated workshops.

Community Festivals

Three Community Feslivals were conducled in 2004 and 200a as part

of the General Plan update PCOWam. On September II. 2004. the City
conducted a festival aimed at identifyillll community issues and ideas

for Claremont' s future. and to solicit comments on the CCCs draft

Vision Statement. Held at Blaisdell Park in south Claremont. the evenl

was attended by over 400 people.

On March 21. 20M. the second Community Feslival showcased a - lest

drive- of potenlial development scenarios for ~ eted sites in

Oaremont.
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On November 30. 2ooa. Ihe third Community Festival presented the

preliminary Draft General Plan to the C1aremonl community_ ' Ibe

lleneral public was invited to review the preliminary Orall General Plan

and submit comments to Oty staff. Subsequently, the Draft General

Plan was presented to the subcommittees and Oty Commissions for

review. Their comments were also incoJ1>Orated into the General Plan.

1

I f;'II - . t, ~

Fj' . "'
f.'", I - 1

j, ~!
I

General Plan Advisory Committee

The General Plan Advisory Committee ( GPAC). consistinll of

representatives from each CCC subcommittee and members of the

Plannin~ Commis.~ion and (>.dch of the Oty' s other five commissions.

met ten times to discuss all General Plan topical issues. The GPAC

discussed major issues. reformulated ~ oaIs and polices. and determined

land use alternatives that were recommended to the Planninll
Commission and City Council.

City CounciVPlanning Commission Meetings

Prior 10 formal public hearinlls on the General Plan. five m<,<,tinlls were

held wilh the Planninll Commission/ City Council to explore a ranlle of

issues related 10 the General Plan and the Vision. Discussions about

Claremont's housing needs were a critical element in all discussions.

The meetinlls were held on April 20 ( Plannin~ Commission only) and

November 16 of 2004. and May 17. June 7. and June 30 of 200a ( joint

meetinlls).

PAGE 1. 8
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Community Festiv&1

Residents single out traffic issues on Claremont

streets by marking up a map of the City. Owr

400 people attendell the first Community
Festival on September II. 200:i. The intent of

the festival was to identify community issues

the General Plan should address and ideas to be

incorporated into the Plan.
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Focused Group Meeting

To reach residents for whom English is not their tll"St l~~ e. a

focused group meeting was conducted in Spanish at Wheeler Park

Participants confinned that they value the family-oriented

n~ borhoods in Claremont and take pride in maintainillll their homes.

South Claremont Meeting

A focused workshop was held for residents of south C1aremonlto help
clarify land use alternatives for the southern portion of the City. as well

as idenlify the general direction the residents were interesled in pursillll
with ~ to traffic calming. public facilities. pedestrian salety. and

density hous~ A primary concern expressed by residents was

that affordable housillll be located throu~ out Claremont and not

concentrated in the already ~ er density south Claremont

n~ borhoods.

SUlVey of Residents

The City conducted a survey of residents as part of the General Plan

p~ am. Four hundred randomly selected adult residents participated
in the survey between A~ ust I 7 and September 2. 2004_ The survey

sample was selected to be representative of the adult population in the

City on key demow-aphic traits. Survey respondents were asked a

range of Questions. inclu<iirllt their opinion on the need for and the

appropriate type of affordable housillll

General Plan Website

The City ulilized its website to provide currenl information on the

General Plan update PCOWam. Summaries of the pubtic meetings and

information on PCOWam pr~ s were posted for review. The public
was asked to comment on various aspects of the pcowam du~ its

formation.

Our Context for Planning

Geographical Context

Claremont is located in the San Gabriel Valley. within the eastern

portion of Los AIllleles County. The City shares its boundaries with the

cities of Upland. Pomona. La Verne. and Montclair. and the County of

San Bernardino. Two freeways - the 10 Freeway and the 210

Freeway - traverse Ihe City east to west. providillll regionallinkaile via

the aulomobile. Claremont is also regionally connected by Metrotink. a
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commuter rail system thai connects Claremont to San Bernardino and

oth(,I communities to the ('..d.,,1, and to Downtown Los Angeles ( Figure
1. 1 ). Claremont is also located n~.ar four airports: Cable Airport.
Brackeu fkJd Airport. Chino Airport. and Ontario International

Airport.

J l' ...r' ",
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r"~
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Planning Area

Ibis General Plan addresses not just lands within the City' s corporate

limits. . bul also unincorporated Los Angeles County properties

surrounding Claremont. within its so-called sphere or influence.. In this

General Plan. the combined City area and sphere of influence are

tenned the . planning area" illustrated in Figure 1- 2. While properties
within the sphere of influence are under the jurisdiction of Los Angeles

County agencies. these properties be:ar a critical relationship to

Claremont' s planning activities. One day, these properties may become

part of the City proper. and planning for service extensions. integrated
infrastructure. and high design quality is limely and prudent.
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Figure 1. 1

Regional Map
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OUf Beginnings
As recorded in Judy Wri~ t"s Claremont. A PictOJial lJistory.
NClaremont is built on land once inhabited by Indians who were related

10 the Shoshone of the Great Basin area ( Serrano Indians). Later.

durinll the Spanish-Mexican period. Claremont was part of the vast

land holding; of Mission San Gabriel. which was followed by the

rancho days of Catifornia. -] Claremont was a part of Ihe Rancho San

Jose. which was owned by Ric.ardo Vejar and Don Ygnacio Palomares.

In addition 10 Claremont. the Rancho also included the present day dty
boundaries of La Verne. Pomona. Walnut San Dimas. and Glendora. 

2

The wowth of the City of Pomona also contributed to the growth of

other nearby towns. Claremonl is the product of the Santa Fe land

boom and the movinll of Pomona Collelle to Claremonl in 1888. Even

IhouAA the land boom anticipated by
Ihe railroad failed. the community

prospered as an educational center.

The dints induslry also played an

important role in the City' s

development. lbis industry made

extensive use of land. which later

was developed with housinR tracts.

The community' s residential

character was eslablished by the

City' s first General Plan and Zonillll
Committee. and reinforced by the

1969 General Plan' Committee_

There was not always ufi(mimous

agreement on this concept. but the

residential proponents prevailed.

Pomona College's First

Building

To give the appearance of a booming town site

in Claremon~ the Claremont Hot. 1 was built

During th. land bust in th. late 13SOs, the

unused Claremont Hotel and surnunding land

w.... given to Pomona College. The hotel WllS

named Claremont Hall and 50""" as

dassrooms, dorm, and dining hall.

Wrigh~ p. 63.

Many buildings and features

throll~ out Claremont - sitch a.')

railroads. collelle buildings. a packillll
hou~. &, rove houses. and pump

houses - are testimony 10 the nature

of Ihose institutions that transformed

the coastal s~ e 80ntb landscape into

a vibrant community. There is a mixture of old and new buikiin~ -

residential. educ.alionaJ. and commercial - which reneel the different

architectural styles that served different periods and function. All of

this is interspersed with an urban forest and a larlle park system. as

well as chaparral-covered foothills nestled at the base of Ihe San

Gabriel Mountains.

1

Judy Wright. Oaremonl: A Pictondl HistofY, 2nd ed. ( Claremont: The Claremont Historic Resources. 1999). p. 5.
2

WrighL p. 8.
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City Planning in Claremont

Such a setting has provided impetus to residents who want to maintain

Claremont' s identity and character. Since Claremont' s beginnings.
citizens have focused on city planning as a way to protect the

environment. Even in the early days before incorporation. those

participating in the community' s informal mode of governance. the

Town Meeting, showed concern about the visual appearance of the

town. Builders were requested to put houses, barns. and other buildings
well back from the street". The Board of Trade. a forerunner of the

Chamber of Commerce. was asked to prepare Claremont' s first city

plan in 1908, one year after the City was incorporated.

As the City Beautiful movement spread across the countly following
the 1893 Columbia Exposition in Chicago, Claremont' s planning efforts

came of age_ During 1924, the Chamber of Commerce appointed the

first Claremont Planning Commission, allocated $ aOO_OO for an

artistic" city plan, and hired David Allison and Charles Cheney to

develop that plan.

Twenty years later. Claremont residents anticipated the kind of growth

pressure that postwar activities in California would cause. Again, the

Chamber of Commerce took the lead in 1944. creating the Postwar

Planning Committee. This 77-member committee worked for over a

year and made the following recommendations that laid the

groundwork for planning decisions for subsequent decades: a street

tree program. the creation of a Parks and Recreation and Street Trees

Commission. the tightening of Claremont' s zoning ordinance. a

proposal for a community park. business district improvement, and

street and public safety planning. The strength of the Planning
Commission and the 1944 Postwar Planning Committee placed
Claremont in a strong position to accept the kind of growth it deemed

desirable.

During the early 19DOs, residents thought that the City needed

additional legal tools to control its destiny. In 19M. Claremont hired

Simon Eisner to draft a City master plan. The plan was adopted in

19a6, making Claremont, a community of 6, 000 residents, one of the

first cities in Caljfornia to adopt an official master plan. The plan dealt

with land within the City boundaries and outside the original Village
area.

In 1969. the City again initiated a General Plan program. Because the

existing area of the City had been developed, much of the 1970 plan
addressed the City' s then- unannexed area north of Base Line Road and

east of Mills Avenue. Hall and Goodhue Planning Consultants

prepared the plan.

During the preparation of each plan. handling Claremont' s population

growth potential was a major concern. Claremont, the IICity of living
and learning", had a population of 3,073 in 1944 when the Postwar
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Planning Commission was appointed. However. by 1950, the

population had doubled to 6.327. The population again doubled in the

next ten years. and in 1960. had reached 12. 633. By 1970, the

population reached 23. 998. again doubling. During the 1970s.

Claremont' s population wowth slowed. and the 1980 population was

approximately 31.000 ( see Figure 1- 3).

Figure 1- 3

Population Growth 1910 to 2005
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In 1981, a committee of residents, City staff. and representatives of

local institutions prepared an updated General Plan which was. as set

forth in that Plan, " a statement of appreciation for the physical re.')ults

of good planning, together with implementation tools for maintaining it".

During the planning process, Claremont citizens expressed what they
considered distinctive about this community: the parks, trees.

compatible industry and commercial development. historic areas,

hillsides. healthy neillhborhoods. collegiate atmosphere. small scale of

structures, and the mix of people.
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Claremont' s significant growth occurred after

World War II until about the 1980s. Population
continues to increase, but not al the accelerated

rates from the past Claremont has never

experienced a decline in p. pulation.
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Guiding Us Toward Our Vision:

Using the General Plan

Uncler California law. every city must adopt a comprehensive. long-term

General Plan to guide the physical development of the city' s

incorporated area and any surrounding unincorporated properties that

have a bearing on that city. As described above. such planning is not

just a state mandate, it simply makes good sense. State law further

indicates that the Gel\eral Plan is the primary document a jurisdiction
must utilize to regulate land use. Consequently, the zoning ordinance.

specific plans. and individual public and private development proposals
must be consistent with General Plan goals. policies. and

implementation measures.

General Plan Contents

To ensure that every city and county prepares General Plans that are

comprehensive and long~term in perspective. state statutes establish

requirements for the minimum contents of a General Plan. ( Interested

readers are referred to Sections 6a3aO through 6aa90 of the

Government Code.) By law. a General Plan must contain the following
seven - elements", or chapters. and must be internally consistent

element to element. The required elements are:

LandlJse

Circulation

Housing
Conservation

Open Space
Salety
Noise

The Claremont General Plan contains ei~ t elements. Figure }. 4

illustrates which of the ei~ t elements make up the seven mandated

e1emen\ s and which elements address the main topics of the

Community Vision statement.

The Land Use, Community Character, and Heritage
Preservation Element focuses on the neighborhood component of

Claremont and pulls together issues and goals from the other elements.

laying the framework for balancing development with broader

community aims.

The Economic Development/ Fiscal Element addresses economic

development, redevelopment, and the importance of fiscal balance

between revenue and the provision of fundamental public services.
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Figure 1- 4

General Plan Element and Vision Statement Consistency Matrix

Claremont General Plan
Elements

Note: State-mandated elements are land use. circulation, housing, open space. conservation, safety, and noise.

The Community Mobility Element addresses issues. goals. and

polices related to circulation, traffic congestion. parking management.

walking. and biking.

The Open Space, Parkland, Conservation, and Air Quality
Element examines both the natural and human-made environments.

and establishes policies to prot~ct those resources that distinguish and

define Claremont. Topics addressed in this element include parks,
natural resources. groundwater, and air quality.
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The Human Services, Recreation Programs, and Community
Facilities Element addresses cultural arts. recreation, educational

institutions, water supply, wastewater, and stormwater drainage.

The Public Safety and Noise Element is concerned with

identifying hazards present in the community, and ensuring that proper

planning and emergency response services can mitigate the hazards.

Sections in the element include emergency response services. natural

and human- caused hazards, police and fire protection. and noise issues.

The Housing Element addresses issues, goals, and polices related to

ensuring an adequate .supply of housing opportunities for persons of all

needs and income levels. Unlike the other elements. state Jaw sets forth

very specific regulations regarding the content of the Housing Element.

The Housing Element must be updated every five years or as

otherwise legislated by the state legislature.

The Governance Element addresses how Claremont residents and

community groups involve themselves in the workings of local

government. This element upholds Claremont's rich tradition of open

and participatory government, and provides a context for identifying
and eliminating barriers to public participation. especially for disabled,

youth. seniors. and underrepresented groups. and for sustaining an

inclusive and inviting governing atmosphere.

Using the General Plan

Inasmuch as the General Plan is a community document intended for

use by all residents of Claremont ... not just City staff and decision.

makers - the Plan has been written and organized for ease of use.

Tables, diagrams. and maps help readers understand planning

concepts, and sidebar notes define terms and direct users to elements

addressing related topics or policies.

Key Tenns Used

As stated above. goals and policies represent the Plan' s foundation. A

goal is. an over?11 statement of community desires and consists of a

broad statement of purpose or direction. For each goal in this General

Plan, associated and more definitive policy statements follow. A policy
provides guidance to the City Council, Planning Commission. other City
commissions and boards. and City staff in their review of development
proposals and the actions taken.

The organization of the General Plan allows users to turn to the section

that interests them and quickly obtain a perspective of City policies on

the subject. However. General Plan users should realize that the

policies throughout all elements are interrelated and should be

examined comprehensively. All of these policy components must be

considered together when making plarming decisions.
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Some readers may find that the goals and policies do not fully articulate

how the City will achieve its aims. Further articulation can be found in

the Implementation Plan in Appendix A to the General Plan. The

Implementation Plan identifies specific actions the City will undertake

toward putting goals and policies into action. The Implementation
Measures are intended to be reviewed and updated periodically to allow

decision~makers to adjust to current community priorities and funding
resources.

Related Plans and Programs
State law places the General Plan atop the hierarchy of land use

planning regulations. Several local ordinances and other City plans
must conform to General Plan policy direction and work to implement
the Plan. Also, regional governmental agencies, such as the Southern

California Association of Governments and the South Coast Air

Quality Management District, have been established in recognition of

the fact that planning issues extend beyond the boundaries of individual

cities. Efforts to address regional planning issues such as air quality,

transportation, and housing needs have resulted in the adoption of

regional plans. The policies Claremont adopts are affected by these

plans. The following paragraphs describe ordinances. plans, and

programs which should be considered in association with the General

Plan in development and planning decisions.

Federal Plans and Programs

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

As part of a multi- pronged effort to improve the quality of water

resources nationwide. the federal government authorized the State

Regional Water Quality Control Board and its regional offices such as

the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board to set up

programs to implement National Pollutant Discharge Elimination

System ( NPDES) goals. Under the NPDES Stormwater Permit

issued to the County of Los Angeles and Claremont as co.permittees,
most new development projects in the City are required to incorporate

measures to minimize pollutant levels in stormwater runoff.

Compliance is required at the time that construction permits are issued,

as well as over the long term through periodic inspections. The Public

Works Department enforces NPDES requirements. which are adopted
as part of the Claremont Municipal Code.
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National Flood Insurance Program

The Federal Emergency Management Agency administers the

National Flood Insurance Program ( NFlP). The NFIP provides federal

flood insurance subsidies and federally financed loans for eligible

property owners in flood- prone areas. Claremont has no mapped flood

hazard areas.

Federal Endangered Species Act

The Federal Endangered Species Act ( ESA), administered by the U.s.

Fish and Wildlife SerVice, applies to federally listed species and habitat

occupied by federally listed species. ESA Section 9 forbids specified
acts that directly or indirectly harm listed species. Section 9 also

prohibits '" taking'" any species of wildlile or fish listed as endangered.
These restrictions apply to all federal agencies and all persons subject
to United States jurisdiction.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife SelVice and California Department of

Fish and Game

Both the U.s. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department
of Fish and Game have regulations that protect wildlife and plant

species. Special permits are required for alteration, dredging" or any

activity in a lake or stream, as well as other activities that may affect

fish and game habitat. Fulure development in natural habitat areas that

has the potential to affect those habitats will be subject to the

regulations of both of these federal and state agencies.

Clean Water Act

Congress passed the Federal Water Pollution Control Act

Amendments of 1972 and the Clean Water Act ( CWA) of 1977 to

provide for the restoration and maintenance of the chemical. physical.
and biological integrity of the nation' s lakes, streams. and coastal

waters. Primary authority for the implementation and enforcement of

the CWA ( 33 USe. 12al) now rests with the U. S. Environmental

Protection Agency ( EPA) and. to a lesser extent, the U.s. Army Corps
01 Engineers. , In addition to the measures authorized before 1972, the

CWA implements a variety of programs, including: federal effluent

limitations and state water quality standards: permits for the discharge
of pollutants and dredged and fill materials into navigable waters: and

enforcement mechanisms. Section 404 of the CWA is the principal
federal program that regulates activities affecting the integrity of

wetlands. Section 404 prohibits the discharge of dredged or fill

material in jurisdictional waters of the U.s. unless permitted by the

Corps under individual permits. general permits. or unless the

discharge is exempt from regulation.
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California State Plans and Programs

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was adopted by the

state legislature in 1970 in response to a public mandate for thorough
environmental analysiS of projects impacting the environment. The

provisions of the law and environmental review procedure are

described in the CEQA Law and Guidelines. CEQA is the instrument

for ensuring that environmental impacts of local development projects

are appropriately assessed and mitigated. and if not fully mitigated,
ensuring that project benefits to the community are substantial. The

Planning Division reviews projects for conformance with CEQA.

California Endangered Species Act

The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) generally parallels the

main provisions of the federal Endangered Species Act and is

administered by the California Department of Fish and Game. CESA

prohibits the " taking" of listed species except as otherwise provided in

state law. Any future development in Claremont hillsides that has the

potential to affect wildlife will be subject to the restrictions contained in

CESA.

California Noise Insulation Standards (fitle 24)

In 1974. the California' Commission on Housing and Community

Development adopted noise insulation standards for residential

buildings ( Title 24, Part 2. California Code of Regulations). Title 24

establishes standards for interior foom noise ( attributable to outside

noise sources). The regulations also specify that acoustical studies

must be prepared whenever a residential building or structure is

proposed to be located near an existing or adopted freeway route.

expressway, parkway, major street. thoroughfare, rail Hne, rapid transit

line. or industrial noise source. and where such noise source or sources

create an exterior CNEL' ( or Ldn) of 60 dB or greater. Such acoustical

analysi$. must demonstrate that the residence has been designed to

limit intruding nOise to an interior CNEL ( or Ldn) of at least 4a dB.

The City of Claremont Building Division enforces Title 24. which is

adopted as part of the Claremont Municipal Code.

See the Chapter 6. Public Safety and Noise Element for a discussion of these noise metrics.
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Seismic Hazards Mapping Act

California' s 1990 Seismic Hazards Mapping Act requires the State

Geologist to compile maps identifying and describing seismic hazard

zones throughout California. Guidelines prepared by the State Mining
and Geology Board identify the responsibilities of state and local

agencies in the review of development within seismic hazard zones.

Development on a site that has been desigoaled as a seismic hazard

zone requires a geotechnical report. and local agency consideration of

the policies and criteria established by the Mining and Geology Board.

Over the years, the program has expanded to include mapping of

seismic- related hazards such as liquefaction. and landslide. prone areas.

The Public Salety and Noise Element discusses seismic hazards

associated with faults and those identified on state seismic hazard

maps. Claremont contains both liquefaction and landslide. prone areas.

The Public Salety and Noise Element contains maps and data

identifying these areas.

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 197a provides for

reclamation of all surface mining operations on private and public lands

to a suitable, post-mining land use, and requires financial assurances to

guarantee successful reclamation of mined lands. This Act requires
mine operators to create reclamation plans. Reclamation plans assure

that:

Adverse environmental effects are prevented or minimized and

mined lands are reclaimed to a useable condition readily
adaptable for alternate land uses;

Production and conservation of minerals are encouraged. while

considering recreation. watershed. wildlife. aesthetic. range.

and forage values: and

Residual hazards to public health and safety are eliminated.

Regional and County Level Plans and Programs

SCAGRegional Comprehensive Plan and Guide

The Southern California Association of Governments ( SCAG)

undertakes regional planning for the six-county SCAG region of Los

Angeles, Orange. Riverside. San Bernardino. Imperial. and Ventura

counties. SCAGs efforts focus on developing regional strategies to

minimize traffic congestion. protect environmental Quality. and provide
adequate housing. The Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide sets

forth broad goals intended to be implemented by participating local and

regional jurisdictions and the South Coast Air Quality Management
District. SCAG has adopted companion documents to the Regional
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Comprehensive Plan and Guide. most notably the Regionai

Transportation Plan (see below).

Congestion Management Plan

The Congestion Management Plan ( CMP) is a program adopted by the

state legislature and approved by the voters in 1990 through
Proposition Ill. As a new approach to addressing congestion

concerns. the CMP was created for the following purposes:

To link land use, transportation, and air quality decisions

To develop a partnership among transportation decision.

makers on devising appropriate transportation solutions that

include all modes of travel

To propose transportation projects which are eligible to

compete for state gas tax funds

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Metro) is responsible for preparing the County' s CMP. Metro is

required by state law to monitor local implementation of all CMP

elements. Local jurisdictions are required to monitor arterial

congestion levels, monitor transit services along certain corridors, and

implement an adopted trip reduction ordinance and land use analysis

program.

Regional Transportation Plan

The Regionai Transportation Plan ( RTP) is a component of the

Regionai Comprehensive Plan and Guide prepared by SCAG to

address regional issues. goals. objectives. and policies for the Southern

California region into the early part of the 21st century. The RTP.

which SCAG periodically updates to address changing conditions in the

Southland, has been developed with active participation from local

agencies throughout the region. elected officials. the business

community. community groups, private institutions. and private
citizens. The RTP sets broad goals for the region. and provides

strategies to reduce problems related to congestion and mobility.

In recognition of the close relationship between the traffic and air

quality issues.. 
the assumptions, goals. and programs contained in the

Plan parallel those used to prepare the Air Quality Management Plan.

Air Quality Management Plan

The federal Clean Air Act requires preparation of plans to improve air

quality in any region designated as a nonattainment area. The Air

Quality Managemenl Plan. or AQMP. prepared by the South Coast Air

Quality Management District. first adopted in 1994 and updated on a

three-year cycle, contains policies and measures designed to achieve

federal and state air quality standards within the South Coast Air
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Basin. The assumptions and programs in the AQMP draw directly
from regional goals, objectives, and assumptions in SCAG' s Regionai
Comprehensive Plan and Guide.

San Gabriel River Watershed Management

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (DPW) leads

the planning and implementation of watershed management in Los

Angeles County, including the San Gabriel River Watershed. The

DPW works with stakeholders in the watersheds. future. integrates

flood protection, and manages natural resources, water conservation,

and efforts to improve the quality of storm water runoff and

groundwater.

The goals of the DPW related to watershed management are to:

Generate partnerships and coalitions among diverse groups of

watershed stakeholders

Bring together teams of local leaders and stakeholders for each

watershed

Take steps to clean up water that flows to rivers. lakes. and

oceans

Conduct and sponsor research in collaboration with education

and professional institutions

Assist in securing funding for watershed management

priorities. including applying for grants whenever possible

Prepare studies and develop master plans for each watershed

Become a central source of information for residents.

stakeholders. and other government agencies

Provide solutions to flooding problems
Promote legjslation and policies that encourage watershed

management practices

Local Plans and Programs

Claremont Land Use and Development Code

The City's Land Use and Development Code ( LUDC) divides

Claremont iI)to areas. called zoning districts. and establishes

regulations for each district with respect to permitted uses. allowable

density, building hei~ l. development character. etc. The LUDC

consists of a map delineating zone district boundaries. plus text that

explains the purposes of each district. specifies permitted and

conditional uses, and establishes development and perlormance
standards. The LUDe serves as the primary tool to achieve the goals.

policies. and development expectations established in Claremont' s

Land Use Plan. All decisions made on development applications
pursuant to the LUDC must be consistent with the General Plan.
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Village Expansion Specific Plan

The Village Expansion Specific Plan is designed to expand The Village
in a way that preserves the character, ambiance, and economic vitality
of downtown. Expanding The Village also allows for the creation of a

transit-oriented neighborhood that places residential and

retail/ commercial uses in proximity to regional commuter rail service

and other public transit.

Redevelopment Plan

The Redevelopment Agency of the City of Claremont administers one

redevelopment project area citywide. which is governed by a

Redevelopment Plan. The Plan does not dictate parcel. by.parcel future

development; rather, the Plan authorizes a variety of tools that the

Agency may use to eliminate blight while pursuing land use goals

specified in the Plan and the Claremont General Plan. The

Redevelopment Plan identifies the following additional and/ or more

specific goals and objectives for the Redevelopment Agency:

Eliminate blight in the project areas.

Provide adequate streets, curbs. gutters. street lights,

landscaping. and directional/ informational signage.

Underground unSightly overhead utility lines.

Promote pedestrian use in The Village, promote mass

transit for the community, and provide appropriate
vehicular circulation in the Project Area.

Strengthen retail and other commercial functions in the

Project Area to increase employment and revenues.

Provide adequate parking in and adjacent to The Village.
Encourage economic and social activity within The Village
consistent with the maintenance of a small-scale. small.

town atmosphere and image.

Enhance the role of The Village by strengthening civic,

community, and cultural functions.

Strengthen the economic base of the Project Area and

community by preplanning and/ or installing needed site

improvements in industrial areas to stimulate new

industrial development, employment. and economic growth
CGmpatible with the overall goals and policies of the City.
Preserve historically and/ or architecturally worthwhile

structures and sites.

Establish planning. zoning, design, and environmental

standards that will make the Project Area desirable

locations for development.
Increase and improve the City' s supply of very-low, low-,

and moderate- income residential uses.
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Senior Master Plan

In 2002. the Committee on Aging and local organizations serving

seniors crafted the Senior Master Plan to streamline and fill gaps in

services for seniors. According to the Claremont Senior Master Plan.

by 2020. one.third of Claremont' s population will be comprised of

seniors of age aD and over who will be, on average, older and more

racially diverse than Claremont' s seniors in 2002. Ths is due to higher
life expectancy and growth in the minority population. In preparation
for an increase in the number senior residents. Claremont. in

collaborative effort with community organizations. provides services in

accordance to the Senior Master Plan, The goals of the Master Plan

aim to fill the gaps in the following five service areas: At. Home and

Community Services. Health Services, Legal and Protective Services,

Successful Aging, and Transportation.

Youth Master Plan

Claremont values its youth and families. This is exemplified in the

City's Youth Master Plan, which serves as a guideline for improving

services to its youth and families by promoting diversity. and delivering
safe and constructive programs. The vision statement of the YGuth

Master Plan is to provide sale. healthy experiences that guide the youth
to become responsible and contributing members of the City.

Claremont Hills Wilderness Park Management Plan

The Claremont Hills Wilderness Park Management Plan provides
guidelines and policies regarding the management of open space and

wilderness areas located within the boundaries of the Claremont Hills

Wilderness Park. The guidelines and policies are consistent with the

Claremont General Plan, Hillside Zoning Ordinance, and the deed

restrictions on the property( ies) located within the park.

Claremont Hills Wilderness Vegetation Management Plan

The Claremont Hills Wilderness Park Vegetation Management Plan

recognizes the potential threat of wildfires in the hillsides. The plan has

been created to improve the fire safety for residents and firefighters
without compromising environmental concerns, and to manage the

fire/ flood cycle which characterizes most urban/ wildland interface

areas. The plan specifically addresses several fuel management

strategies including, but not limited to. brush clearance. maintenance of

established roadways. and the creation of fuel reduction zones.
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Claremont Register of Structures of Historic and

Architectural Merit

The Claremont Register of Structures of Historic and Architectural

Merit ( Register) is a comprehensive historic resource inventory of sites

and structures in various areas of the City. First adopted in 1980. the

Register includes approximately 1.000 properties. Owner consent is

not required for listing. Applicable to properties listed on the Register
is a mandatory. 90-day delay before issuance of a demolition permit.

The intent is to allow the City time to explore alternatives with the

applicant. such as relocation or adaptive reuse, and possible mitigation
to reduce possible adverse impacts from demolition. The City
continues to add properties to the Register as they are nominated and

warrant listing.
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